
Update on Mass Schedule Planning Efforts, December 18, 2022 

The St. Isidore the Farmer Mass Schedule Team met on Saturday, December 3, 2022 to review and analyze 

key parish data which will assist them in developing options for a new Mass Schedule that will best serve the 

parish. Below is a summary of some of the key data factors examined.

1. How many people belong to St. Isidore the Farmer 

Parish and where do they live? 

There are currently 6,645 registered parishioners. 

Of those, 5,706 live within the parish boundaries 

and 936 live in the territory of neighboring 

parishes, including 87 parishioners who live 

outside the Diocese of Pittsburgh. Five years ago, 

in 2018, there were 6,671 parishioners in the six 

predecessor parishes which means there has been 

a modest decline of 0.4% in the number of 

registered parishioners. 

 

2. What is the current Mass attendance? 

During October 2022, the weekend Mass 

attendance for those in the church buildings was 

1,008 over ten Masses, not including those in cars, 

a hall or online. The seating capacity of the church 

buildings varies from 160 to 550. On any given 

weekend, there are 3,552 seats available over the 

ten Masses. That means that the parish is using 

less than 30% of its capacity. In 2018, there were 

1,736 people attending Mass. This represents a 

42% decline in Mass attendance. 

2022 Mass Attendance 

Time Church 

Avg 

Attending 

# of 

Seats 

% of 

Seats Used 

4:00 

PM 

Our Lady of 

Lourdes, 

Burgettstown 

88 550 16.1% 

4:00 

PM 

St. 

Alphonsus. 

McDonald 

104 256 40.7% 

4:00 PM Subtotal 193 806 23.9% 

6:30 

PM 

St. 

Columbkille, 

Imperial 

105 420 25.0% 

Saturday Evening 

Total 
298 1,226 24.3% 

8:00 

AM 

St. Ann, 

Bulger 
62 160 38.8% 

8:00 

AM 

St. 

Columbkille, 

Imperial 

135 420 32.0% 

8:30 

AM 

St. 

Alphonsus, 

McDonald 

80 256 31.2% 

8:00/8:30 AM 

Subtotal 
276 836 33.1% 

10:00 

AM 

St. 

Columbkille, 

Imperial 

177 420 42.1% 

10:00 

AM 

St. Michael, 

Avella 
68 250 27.2% 

10:30 

AM 

St. Patrick, 

Oakdale 
124 270 46.1% 

10:00 AM/10:30 

AM Subtotal 
369 940 39.3% 

12:00 

PM 

Our Lady of 

Lourdes, 

Burgettstown 

65 550 11.7% 

Sunday Morning 

Total 
710 2,326 30.5% 

ALL MASSES 1,008 3,552 28.4% 



3. What is the travel distance between the church 

buildings in terms of miles and travel times? 

Distances range from 2.8 miles (between St 

Alphonsus and St. Patrick) to 22.8 miles (between 

St. Columbkille and St. Michael). Travel times, 

under normal conditions, range from 5 to 37 

minutes. 

4. Is the parish growing? As mentioned above, total 

registered parishioners have remained steady over 

the past five years, while Mass attendance has 

declined 42%. Infant baptisms have also declined 

22% (from 54 to 42) while deaths have increased 

by 11% (from 113 to 125) since 2018. Projections 

for the total territory served by the parish anticipate 

slight growth overall, with particular areas growing 

and others declining in population. 

5. What other factors are being considered? Parking 

is a consideration. Some church buildings rely on 

street parking which, in cases such as in McDonald, 

must be shared with other church denominations 

who have Sunday morning services. Another 

consideration is that beginning in January 2023 

with the retirement of Fr. Ben who will not be 

replaced, there will be only two priests assigned to 

the parish to cover the Mass schedule 

6. What’s next? The Mass Schedule Planning Team 

of Father Harry, Father Zach, William Gamble, 

Loretta Kendall, John Latynski, Tracey Rago, 

George Stamos and Robert Sterner will meet on 

December 17th and 31st to develop and refine 

options for a new Mass schedule. This will be 

shared with the Pastoral Council in January prior to 

being presented to the entire parish for feedback. 

The goal is to have a final proposal that can be 

submitted to the Diocese for ratification by 

February so that the new Mass schedule would go 

into effect the weekend of Divine Mercy Sunday, 

April 15/16, 2023. 

7. What should I do? Each parishioner is asked to 

stay informed, to keep an open mind, and to pray 

for the effort. Here is a suggested prayer: 

Prayer of Discernment 

God of love, 

in this time of change and uncertainty, 

we pray for one another, 

that each of us and all of us 

may be open in our search, 

imaginative about our future, 

daring in our faith, 

genuine in our devotion, 

tireless in our commitment, 

patient in our discernment, 

and loving in our communion. 

As we enter into new phases 

of our communal journey as Saint Isidore Parish, 

we do so with some anxiety, yet with trust in You. 

Grant us the grace to bear to mind 

Your compassion, presence, and abounding love. 

We thank You for the experiences 

that have brought us to this moment. 

We thank You for the faith, hope and love 

with which You have blessed us to this stage. 

Be with us as we move forward, 

rejoicing with You and supporting one another. 

May our hearts be encouraged, 

being knit together in love, 

that we might reach all the riches 

of the full assurance of God's mystery, 

which is Christ. 

Amen. 

Want the latest and most detailed information? Visit 

the parish website at 

https://www.stisidorethefarmer.org/mass-schedule-

planning.  

https://www.stisidorethefarmer.org/mass-schedule-planning
https://www.stisidorethefarmer.org/mass-schedule-planning

